
Course Selection and Post-Secondary Planning 

for Grades 10 - 11 Students

An Information Session for Parents and Students

Aurora High School Guidance 

Department Presents



Agenda
O.S.S.D. Requirements

Course Types in Grades 11 and 12

Science Pathway: Christina Emanuele 

Math Pathway:  Robyn Toffolo  

Specialist High Skills Major: Kristine Toms

Post-Secondary Planning

The College Pathway: Natasha Binns

(Seneca College)

The University Pathway: Ken Withers

(York University)

Choosing the Right Plan for Success



Diploma Requirements (O.S.S.D.) 

O.S.S.D.

18 Compulsory 
Credits

12 Optional 
Credits

Successful 
Completion of 
Ontario School 
Literacy Test

40 Hours of 
Community 
Involvement



Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English English English

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics

Science Science

Geography History

Physical Education Career/Civics

French

8 credits 8 credits 8 credits min. 6 credits

Course Selection for all Pathways

Additional compulsory credits include: Arts, Group 1, 2 and 3
Students need to be aware of prerequisites for course selection and for 

Post-Secondary destinations.  Elective credits provide opportunities in 

areas of interest and  hands on experiential learning.

Compulsory credits Optional credits



Full -Time Student at Aurora 

High
Students are required to carry a full-time 

course load

ÁStudents in Grades 9 - 11 have a minimum of 

eight credits on their timetable 

ÁGrade 12 students must carry a minimum of 

six credits on their timetable



Course Types in Grades 11 and 12

ÁC ïCollege Destination

ÁE ïWorkplace Destination

ÁM ïUniversity/College 

ÁU ïUniversity Destination

ÁO ïOpen

ENG 3C ïGrade 11 English at    

the College level



Prerequisite Planning

ÁCourses in Grade 11 and 12 may have 

prerequisites

ÁFlowcharts outlining prerequisites for each 

discipline are available through the Ministry of 

Educationôs website www.edu.gov.on.ca

ÁPost - Secondary institutions and some 

apprenticeship and workplace destinations 

also have prerequisites

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/


Remember that Full Disclosure 

Applies to You!

ÁIn Grades 9 and 10, all completed 

courses appear on your transcript

ÁIn Grades 11 and 12, a list of all 

courses taken or attempted beyond 

the full-disclosure date, will appear on 

your transcript as a withdrawal with 

the percentage grade 



Aurora High School Pathways



Common Pathways in Mathematics

Á10D Ą 11U Ą 12U

(Data / Functions / Calculus)

Á10D  Ą 11M  Ą 11U Ą12U (D / F / C&V)

Á10D/P Ą 11M Ą 12 MCT or 12U Data

Á10P Ą11C Ą12C (MAP)



Difficulty Ladder 

(as reflected in math averages)

9 Academic

10 Academic

11 M  (MCF)

11 U (MCR)

12U Adv Fns (MHF)



Advice for Grade 10 & 11 

Students
ÁTalk to your math teacher about his/her 

recommendation for Grade 11 or 12

Á11U and 12U courses are recommended for 

students with a 70% or higher in previous math 

course

ÁDonôt be afraid to take an extra math credit (or 

repeat a course)

ÁDo your homework and utilize extra help

ÁPrioritize school work and manage time wisely

ÁAssume 30-45 minutes of math homework daily



Science Pathways



SHSM:                          
Specialist High Skills Major 

SHSM programming provides

students with more opportunities

to customize their high school

experience and build on their

strengths, interests and 

abilities, regardless of a 

studentôspost-secondary

destination.

SHSM honours all four pathways. 


