Aurora High School Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes
November 24, 2011

Attendance:	 Steve Sutherland, Maria Maiato, Frank Hood, Lu An Kolenda,
Karen McConvey, Carmela Nicoletti, Carol Nerling, Michael Innes.

Regrets:	Ginette  Denomme, Nancy Knapp
Chair:		Steve Sutherland
Approval of Minutes:	Put off until the next meeting.

Maria Maiato spoke about the NORMS or rules, she would like to have the meetings run by.
A firm start/end time
Active listening
One person speaks at a time
Timelines on the agenda adhered to 
No put downs
Respectful behaviour/talk
Use of a parking lot of ideas for future topics/ further discussions
Right to pass
Website review
A discussion took place about getting information out to parents through the school website in an effort to engage parents in the school community.  Information is currently available to parents/students through the schools website, the YRDSB website, the weekly bulletin and the agendas that the students purchase at the beginning of the school year.  Aurora High School also has a face book page.
 Steve asked if the students might be interested in helping out with the schools website to refresh it and make it more attractive to users.  Maria responded that this would require staff supervision and that he board will be standardizing the school websites. It was asked if they could be personalized however this is not known at this time.
Things that could be included on the website were discussed.  Available resources for students/ co-op booklet/ skilled work/ skills competences Canada/ possible links to documents for future employment/ a website counter. 
Including information from out of province Universities was discussed and Frank and Carol suggested parents contacting these institutions directly would be the best way for obtaining up to date information about admission requirements.  Parents could contact guidance for information about Ontario Universities and Colleges. 
It was asked if there were any information on scholarships that were available to Aurora High students and the response was that this information is available on the school website under guidance. It should mentioned at this time that the weekly bulletin is not the school website.
It was asked if there could be a time line for preparing for University. This information is included in the agendas the students purchase. Maria is not sure if the agenda will be repeated next year or if it will be an electronic version. 
Steve asked if the student council could be included in a link on the schools website that students could update themselves. This would require a staff advisor and there could be privacy concerns.
A school face book page was discussed due to the popularity of the website.  Aurora High School has its own face book page that is student run and monitored by staff. 
A discussion took place regarding the school bulletin that is sent out to parents and if it could be improved or more information transferred to the schools website. Maria replied that the weekly bulleting receives positive feedback and has been individualized for each family. Some parents responded at the meeting that they also approved of the bulletin in its current form.
Steve Sutherland agreed to be the controller for ideas for the school website. It was suggested that parents look at the Richmond Hill H. S. and Lawrence Park Collegiate websites for ideas for the Aurora H.S. site.

Grade 8 open House
The Aurora High grade 8 open house will take place on January 12, 2012. This date conflicts with a Ministry of Education (MOE) meeting for Specialist High Skills Majors (SHSM) initiative about connecting with students.  Each school is different with different high skills majors i.e. Auto /Construction. The MOE will be providing funds for SHSM.

Exchange Students
Maria spoke about exchange students coming from Hong Kong for a week and the possibility of our students going there for a week. The board was looking for possible billets for these students. 
Band Parents Association-Maria Maiato
Maia met with Steve Falk and Al Suleman in September. They wanted to send home a newsletter and raise funds for fleeces by utilizing a bake sale and selling poinsettias at the December music concerts. These events will take place December 13th and 15th 2011. The BPA was asking for volunteers to come forward to help with these events. Maria again reiterated that any donations to the school would be used for the school at large. They discussed a possible donation to the school from Cosmo music. Details were not available.
Administration Report- Maria Maiato
The school held a parent’s night November 3, 2011 and everything went well. Interim report cards were sent home November 21, 2011.
The school is currently working on the school improvement plan.  Board staff is working on Board/Trustees/Directors plans. 
Guidance will be giving pin numbers to students applying for University and College. The information is in the school calendar. The grade 9 math scores are not where they should be and staff would like to improve these.  We are one of 4 schools involved in AIM, a math network based on inquiry based learning. We will perform an inquiry based on various teaching models to critique lessons to appeal to students. This will include student engagement and include their input.  Aurora High grade 10 students are the top of the Board for literacy.
Rick Hansen relay will be stopping at the school December 7, 2011. The stop is scheduled right now for 2:53 p.m.
Frank Hood
Senior girls’ basketball team were in Windsor.
November 30, 2011 there will be a blood donor clinic that will include G.W. Williams students. 6 students have signed up and they must be 17 years of age to participate.
OFFSA winter sports schedule will be starting shortly.
Guidance –Carol Nerling-Bullying prevention
Bullying, as defined by the Ministry of Education, is typically a form of repeated, persistent, and aggressive behaviour directed at an individual(s) that is intended to cause (or should be known to cause) fear and distress and/or harm to another person’s body, feelings, self esteem, or reputation. Bullying occurs in a context where there is real or perceived power imbalance.
Peers play a central role in bullying situations. Their actions and influence can greatly impact whether or not the bullying will continue or escalate. Peers are present in 85% of bullying episodes on school playgrounds (Pepler and Craig 2000) and are aware of many more incidents of bullying than adults in the school or home. Due to the increased power of bullies derive from an audience being present, bystanders become part of the dynamic, whether they are directly involved or not.
a. Bullying Supporters are individuals who support the actions of the bully, sometimes through fear, by laughing, making fun of the target, standing “lookout” or joining in on the bullying.
b. Bystanders are individuals who are close enough to see and hear what is happening but do not take an active role in either aiding the bully or the target.
c. Target is the term used to refer to the person who is at the receiving end of the bullying. Calling this person a target rather than a victim removes the danger or labelling with a term that implies weakness and poor self concept.
d. Interveners are individuals who take action by stopping the bullying, protecting the target or reporting the bullying to an adult.
e. Investigators are individuals who initiate the incident, usually verbally, but are not involved directly in the incident itself.
Cyber bullying: cyber bullying is commonly defined as ‘the use of electronic communication tools to antagonize and intimidate others. Some common forms of this are: spreading hurtful comments about a person or group of persons through e-mail, instant messaging, postings on a website and/or online diaries; or using cell/camera phones to send hurtful text, photos or video.
Peer Pressure: social pressure by members of one’s peer group to take a certain action, accept certain values or otherwise conform in order to be accepted.
Indirect:  “you decide to do something because everyone else is doing it.” You want to be seen as cool.
There is a social worker in the school every Monday all day.
Global Issues club are working on a mental health.
Maria will check into a possible change of evenings for Parent Council meetings.
Vote to adjourn- Michael Innes, second Carmela Nicoletti
